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TRADE UNIONS MUST DEFEND DEMOCRACY 



As trade unionists gather at conference this 
week we will face a bewildering barrage of 
demands from our support from both the 
powerful and lowly within our movement. 
Workers rights, health and safety, the work time 
regulations will all be discussed. All worthy 
concerns that deserve our support. But brothers 
beware; there are some union leaders who are 
working hand in hand with political extremists, to 
introduce political censorship to our movement. 
They want to have the power to exclude you 
from your union if they feel that your political 
beliefs are not appropriate. We believe that any 
attempt to link trade union membership to 
political beliefs should be vigorously opposed. 
The right to have political beliefs or opinions is a 
right recognised by the United Nations 
Declaration of Human Rights, and in Britain we 
call it democracy! 

The campaign to exclude workers from their 
union on political grounds is being led by an 
extreme-left organisation called Searchlight. 
Their call for exclusion or expulsion on political 
grounds has been supported by some union 
leaders because on this occasion the main 
target is union members who have voted for, or 
supported in some other way the British National 
Party. 

Like them or not, the BNP are a legally 
registered political party within the British 
electoral system. Their members have the right 
to stand for public office and the British 
electorate have the right to support or condemn 
their policies through the ballot box. One of the 
faults our democratic system is that sometimes 
people get elected who you personally may not 
have voted for. But that's what democracy is all 
about. 

One of the supporters of political censorship is 
Mick Rix of the train drivers union ASLEF. Mick 
has gone on record as proposing to expel 



members from his union if he doesn't agree with 
their politics. He claims that because some of his 
members or retired members "fought in the 
International Brigade against the Fascists in the 
Spanish Civil war" British nationalists should be 
excluded from union membership. Mick neglects 
to mention that some of his members or retired 
members also would have fought in the British 
Army against the Communists in Korea and 
Malaya, but he is not proposing to expel 
Communists from his union! 
Unfortunately for Mick, his members have got 
fed up with his political posturing and have 
kicked him out of his lucrative General 
Secretary's job, a fate that should be inflicted on 
more union officials who put their private political 
activities before looking after their members 
interests. Britain is losing thousands of jobs 
every month. These jobs are being exported by 
British companies to countries that have cheap 
labour. British Telecom is exporting thousands of 
jobs to Asia, but the Communications Workers 
Union boss, Billy Hayes is more concerned 
about witchunting his own union members 
because of their political beliefs than fighting to 
safeguard their jobs. Similarly, while the 
Powerhouse group closes over half of their 
stores throwing hundreds of workers out of work, 
Bill Connor the shop workers union USDAW 
boss, spends his time looking for Fascists under 
the bed. 

The trade union movement has a proud history 
of protecting workers against oppression. It 
should not now become the oppressor! 

First they came for the Nationalists, and I did not 

speak out because I was not a Nationalist. 

Then they came for the Labourites, and I did not 

speak out because I was not a Labourite. 

Then they came for me, and there was no one left 

to speak out for me! 



SEARCHLIGHT: A danger to democracy 



As compliant union leaders urge you to accept 
Searchlight's proposal to deny union 
membership on political grounds, it is only fair 
that you should know just who is behind the 
proposal and what they are about. 




SEARCHLIGHT likes to present itself as simply 
an anti-Fascist organisation, a registered 
charity and a publisher of information on the 
far-right. They also try to present themselves as 
an authorative source of information on Fascist 
activities. 

In November 1997 SEARCHLIGHT claimed 
that the racist, Ku Klux Klan sent a threatening 
letter to Prime Minister, Tony Blair. We have a 
letter from Mr Blair's office denying that any 
such letter was ever received. 
SEARCHLIGHT WAS LYING! 

This is not the only time that Searchlight has 
been exposed as liars; the organisation has 
been successfully sued for libel several times 
for printing lies about people. Newspaper and 
television celebrity, Gary Bushell was perhaps 
the best known victim of Searchlight lies. In this 
instance Searchlight settled the case out of 
court. 

In a criminal libel case, Birmingham stipendiary 
magistrate, Mr John Milward described 
Searchlight as being "grave and sinister" and 
"scurrilous and disreputable". 

SEARCHLIGHT was investigated by the 
Charity Commission last year over irregularities 
and breaches of the commission's rules. The 
Charity Commission report revealed that 
Searchlight had previously been warned about 
irregularities, and ordered that the Searchlight 
Charitable Trust website be closed down. 

SEARCHLIGHT \t n private company complete 
with shareholders. Their considerable profits 



are shared between the shareholders. The 
publisher, Gerry Gable, and the company 
secretary, his wife Sonia Gable, live in a 
£300,000 house in Essex. No member of the 
Searchlight team is elected, and as an 
organisation they are not unionised. 

SEARCHLIGHT'S publisher and former editor, 
Gerry Gable, was a candidate for the extremist, 
Communist Party of Britain at a time when the 
Communists were being financed by Russia to 
undermine and destabilise Britain. At least one 
member of Gable's family has served with the 
Israeli Army in occupied Palestine. 
Gable also has a criminal conviction for 
dishonesty. 

A few years ago Gable was again in the dock 
accused of public order offences. Sharing the 
dock with him was the leader of a terrorist 
group two of whose members were later 
convicted for taking part in an IRA bombing 
campaign in London. 

SEARCHLIGHT'S recently deceased staff 
photographer, Mike Cohen also had criminal 
convictions for violence and theft. 

A SEARCHLIGHT journalist, Emmanuel 
Carpel, has a criminal conviction for arson and 
burglary. 

So please, before you cast your 
vote on whether to allow your 
union to restrict membership to 
those whose political opinions are 
approved by Searchlight 

remember, 

SEARCHLIGHT IS BASICALLY A LEFT- 
WING EXTREMIST GROUP RUN BY 
CRIMINALS, LIARS AND THUGS FOR 
THEIR OWN FINANCIAL GAIN. 



AND REMEMBER! 
IT'S YOUR VOTE NOT THEIRS 
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